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Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 


By JAMEY KEATEN, 
RAF CASERT and 
MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — The World Health Organization warned 
Monday that the global risk from the omicron variant is 
“very high” based on early evidence, saying the mutat- 
ed coronavirus could lead to surges with “severe conse- 
quences.” 
The U.N. health agency, in a technical paper issued to 
member states, said “considerable uncertainties” remain 
about the variant that was first defected days ago in 
southern Africa. But it said it is possible the variant has mu- 
tations that could enable it fo escape an immune-system 
response and boost its ability to soread from one person 
to another. “Depending on these characteristics, there 
could be future surges of COVID-19, which could have 
severe consequences, depending on a number of fac- 
tors, Including where surges may take place,” if added. 
“The overall global risk ... is assessed as very high.” 
The warning came as a widening circle of countries 
around the world reported cases of the variant and 
moved to slam their doors shut while scientists race to fig- 
ure out just how dangerous this version might be. People pass through Waterloo train station, in London, during the morning rush hour, Monday, Nov. 
29, 2021. 
Continued on Page 2 Associated Press 


+ 


| im | 7 ji - = F 7 
_ ie "" F \ | | | = # 2 7 J ‘ = 1 ‘ 
tt “we lO Lo =| we * ra _ 
im 1 : ' i a i . i = j ; | 
j - F A = i : F j 
wre a - . P| 7 i . 2 a —_ i 1 
| I ; : 4 ! = - eu j " i 
fe i i | ' Be . j a J i * * | = : = j 
= > i} zs. i i i i r : ‘ 
"i = gS | Y | - F i ; : : 1 a ~ en A 5 - 
l im” x 4 j a i ad 3 =") ae fa r= Par. e 
= ic ; we = : 1 oy ee rr 
it | Saree i 4 3 , 4 4 : ASICS Til 
| 7 ‘ : a t . a i. - = < | j unt 
ae B ivi j 7 | | | 7 } ‘ * il a 
Law = i k ra. I iH | = Y q ri Tg: " : , 7 “y 
_ rf 7 l F il a | ee oq j F 
| . * fe | i om | | = ' | = | | fs ; : te _ L x } i i i J 
uf » t 7 y Pa al if | ff 
: \ a -_ a 
4 F 
Se F a oo | =| = 
* aie “ ee FP ie AL ae LS 
id i a i = = at 
= er i 


JE. Irausquin | Blvd 64 Eagle Beach, Aruba Info: + 297 5925699 
reservatio ns @ asiesmiperue naruba. com « Closed on Mondays 























Daimari Water Villas - price $ 453K 
Turn key, 1.093 to 2.277 sf, 2 & 3 bedrooms, 
2.5 & 3.5 bathrooms 


Luxury Villas - price $ 788K 

2.345 sf, 3 bedrooms : 
tuscanyresidencearuba.com gf at = =.) 3 bathrooms - private pool 
or call +297 280 4664 | re | garage 
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Located in front of Holiday Inn, walking distance from high rise hotels. Shops and Restaurants are open till 1OPM 
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WHO warns that new virus variant poses ‘very high’ risk 


Continued from Front 


Japan announced it would 
bar entry of all foreign visi- 
tors, joining Israel in doing 
so just days after the vari- 
ant was identified by re- 
searchers in South Africa. 
Morocco banned alll in- 
coming flights. Other coun- 
tries, Including the U.S. and 
European Union mem- 
bers, have moved fo pro- 
hibit travelers arriving from 
southern Africa. 

If the virus proves danger- 
ous as feared, “the impact 
on vulnerable populations 
would be substantial, par- 
ticularly in countries with 
low vaccination cover- 
age,” WHO said, noting 
that no deaths linked to 
omicron have been report- 
ed so far. 

Soain became one of the 
latest countries to report 
its first confirmed case of 
the variant. While the vast 
majority of infections have 
been seen in travelers ar- 
riving from abroad, cases 
in Portugal and Scotland 
have raised fears that the 
variant may already be 
spreading locally. 

“Many of us might think 
we are done with CO- 
VID-19. It's not done with 
us,” warned Tedros Adha- 
nom Ghebreyesus, WHO's 
director-general. Days af- 
ter the variant sent a shud- 
der through the financial 
world nearly two years into 
the pandemic that has 
killed over 5 million people, 
markets had mixed reac- 
tions Monday, with Euro- 
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People line up for vaccination against the coronavirus and the COVID-19 disease at a mobile 





vaccination bus in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Monday, Nov. 29, 2021. 


pean stocks and oll prices 
rebounding and Wall Street 
opening higher, while Asian 
markets fell further. 

U.S. President Joe Biden 
called the omicron variant 
a cause for concern but 
“not a cause for panic.” 
He said he is not consider- 
ing any widespread USS. 
lockdown and _ instead 
urged vaccinations and 
mask-wearing. The infec- 
tions have underscored 
the difficulty in keeping the 
virus In check in a global- 
ized world of jet travel and 
open borders. Yet, many 
countries are trying to do 
just that, against the urging 
of the WHO, which noted 
that border closings often 
have limited effect and 
can wreak havoc on lives 
and livelihoods. 

Some argued that such 
restrictions could provide 
valuable time to analyze 
the new variant. Little is 
known about If, including 
whether it is more conta- 
gious, more likely to cause 
serious illness or more able 
to evade vaccines. 

While the initial global re- 


soonse to COVID-19 was 
criticized as slow and hap- 
hazard, the reaction to the 
new variant came quickly. 
“This time the world showed 
it is learning,” said EU Com- 
mission President Ursula 
von der Leyen, singling out 
South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa for praise. 
“South Africa's analytic 
work and transparency 
and sharing its results was 
indisoensable in allowing a 
swift global response. It no 
doubt saved many lives.” 
Late last week, von der 
Leyen successfully pushed 
the 27-nation EU to agree 
to ban flights from seven 
southern African nations, 
similar to what many other 
countries are doing. 

Cases had already been 
reported in EU nations Bel- 
gium, Denmark and the 
Netherlands before  Por- 
tuguese authorities identi- 
filed 13 omicron infections 
among members of the 
Belenenses professional 
soccer team. Authorities 
reported one member had 
recently traveled to South 
Africa. A game over the 
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weekend had be aban- 
doned at halftime for lack 
of players. 

Spain's first document case 
was detected in a traveler 
who returned Sunday from 
South Africa after making 
a stopover in Amsterdam, 
one of Madrid’s major pub- 
lic hospitals tweeted. 

And after Scotland re- 
ported Its first six cases, First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
warned that “there might 
already be some commuvu- 
nity transmission of this vari- 
ant.” Taking no chances, 
Japan, which has yet to 
detect any omicron cases, 
reimposed border controls 
that it had eased earlier this 
month. “We are taking the 
step as an emergency pre- 
caution to prevent a worst- 
case scenario in Japan,” 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
said. The new measures be- 
gin Tuesday. 

Israel likewise decided to 
bar entry to foreigners, and 
Morocco said it would sus- 
pend all incoming flights 
for two weeks starting Mon- 
day. 

And Britain expanded its 





COVID-19 booster program 
to everyone 18 and older, 
making millions more peo- 
ple eligible. Up until now, 
booster shots were avail- 
able only to those 40 and 
over and people particu- 
larly vulnerable to the virus. 
The U.K. has reported about 
a dozen omicron cases. 
Despite the global worry, 
scientists cautioned that it 
is still unclear whether omi- 
cron is more alarming than 
other versions. 

So far, doctors in South Af- 
rica are reporting patients 
are suffering mostly mild 
symptoms, but they warn 
that it is still early. Also, most 
of the new cases are in 
people in their 20s and 30s, 
who generally do not get 
as sick from COVID-19 as 
older patients. 

“We've seen a sharp in- 
crease in cases for the past 
10 days. So far they have 
mostly been very mild cas- 
es, with patients having flu- 
like symptoms: dry coughs, 
fever, night sweats, a lot of 
body pains,” said Dr. Un- 
ben Pillay, a general prac- 
titioner in Gauteng prov- 
ince, where 81% of the new 
cases have been reported. 
The variant has provided 
further proof of what ex- 
perts have long been say- 
ing: that no continent will 
be safe until the whole 
globe has been sufficiently 
vaccinated. The more the 
virus is allowed to spread, 
the more opportunities it 
has to mutate. 

“The emergence of the 
omicron variant has ful- 
filled, in a precise way, the 
predictions of the scientists 
who warned that the el- 
evated transmission of the 
virus in areas with limited 
access to vaccine would 
soeed its evolution,” said 
Dr. Richard Hatchett, head 
of CEPI, one of the founders 
of the U.N.-backed global 
vaccine sharing initiative 
COVAX.L) 
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Jan. 6 panel sets contempt vote for former DOJ official 


By MARY CLARE JALONICK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
House committee investi- 
gating the Jan. 6 Capitol in- 
surrection will vote Wednes- 
day to hold a former Jus- 
tice Department official in 
contempt, seeking criminal 
charges against a defiant 
witness for a second time 
after holding former White 
House aide Steve Bannon 
in contempt last month. 
The committee on Monday 
scheduled a vote to pursue 
contempt charges against 
Jeffrey Clark, a former Jus- 
tice Department lawyer 
who aligned with President 
Donald Trump as he tried to 
overturn his defeat. Clark 
appeared for a deposition 
Nov. 5 but told lawmakers 
that he would not answer 
questions based — partly 
on Trump's legal efforts to 
block the committee’s in- 
vestigation. 

The vote will come as the 
panel is also considering 
contempt charges against 
former White House Chief 
of Staff Mark Meadows, 
who was Trump's top aide 
the day that hundreds of 
his supporters violently at- 
tacked the U.S. Capitol and 
interrupted the certification 
of President Joe Biden's 
victory. Meadows was sub- 


poenaded in September but 
has not yet sat for an inter- 
view with the committee. 
The panel has vowed to 
aggressively seek charges 
against any witness who 
doesn't comply as they 
investigate the worst at- 
tack on the Capitol in two 
centuries, and the Justice 
Department has signaled 
it is willing to pursue those 
charges, indicting Bannon 
earlier this month on two 
federal counts of criminal 
contempt. Attorney Gen- 
eral Merrick Garland said 
then that Bannon’'s indict- 
ment reflects the depart- 
ment’s “steadfast commit- 
ment” to the rule of law af- 
ter Bannon outright defied 
the committee and refused 
To cooperate. 

Clark's case could be more 
complicated since he did 
appear for his deposition 
and, unlike Bannon, was 
a Trump administration of- 
ficial on Jan. 6. Trump has 
sued to block the com- 
mittee’s work and has at- 
tempted fo assert eExeCu- 
tive privilege over docu- 
ments and interviews, argu- 
ing that his conversations 
and actions at the time 
should be shielded from 
oublic view. 

A report issued by Demo- 
crats on the Senate Judicia- 


ry Committee detailed how 
Clark championed Trump’s 
efforts to undo the election 
results and clashed as a 
result with Justice Depart- 
ment superiors who resisted 
the pressure, culminating 
in a dramatic White House 
meeting at which Trump 
ruminated about elevating 
Clark to attorney general. 
He did not do so after sev- 
eral aides threatened to 
resign. 

InN a somewhat similar case, 
the Justice Department 
in 2015 declined to pros- 
ecute former IRS official 
Lois Lerner on contempt of 
Congress charges after Le- 
rner delivered an opening 
statement at a hearing but 
then repeatedly declined 
to answer questions from 
lawmakers, citing her Fifth 
Amendment right to not in- 
criminate herself. 

This time, though, the Jus- 
tice Department is consid- 
ering the charges against 
a former administration of- 
ficial, not a current official. 
With little precedent to go 
on, It's unclear what the 
department will do. 

Clark is one of more than 
40 people the committee 
has subpoenaed so far. 
The committee’s chairman, 
Mississippi Rep. Bennie 
Thompson, wrote in Clark’s 
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Acting Assistant U.S. Attorney General Jeffrey Clark speaks as he 
stands next to Deputy Attorney General Jeffrey A. Rosen during 
a news conference at the Justice Department in Washington, 


Oct. 21, 2020. 


subpoena that the commit- 
tee’s probe “has revealed 
credible evidence that you 
attempted to involve the 
Department of Justice in ef- 
forts to interrupt the peace- 
ful transfer of power” and 
his efforts “risked involving 
the Department of Justice 
in actions that lacked evi- 
dentiary foundation and 
threatened to subvert the 
rule of law.” 

After Clark refused to an- 
swer questions, Thompson 
said it was “astounding that 
someone who so recently 
held a position of public 
trust to Uphold the Consti- 
tution would now hide be- 
hind vague claims of privi- 
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lege by a former President, 
refuse to answer questions 
about an attack on our de- 
mocracy, and continue an 
assault on the rule of law.” 

Despite Trump's false claims 
about a stolen election — 
the primary motivation for 
the violent mob that broke 
into the Capitol and inter- 
rupted the certification of 
Biden's victory — the re- 
sults were confirmed by 
state officials and upheld 
by the courts. Trump's own 
attorney general, William 
Barr, had said the Justice 
Department found no evi- 
dence of widespread fraud 


that could have changed 
the results.LJ 





By DAVID A. LIEB 

Associated Press 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) 
— A federal judge on Mon- 
day blocked President 
Joe Biden’s administration 
from enforcing a corona- 
virus vaccine mandate on 
thousands of health care 
workers in 10 states that 
had brought the first legal 





conference in St. Louis on Aug 





Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt speaks during a news 


. 6, 2020. 
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challenge against the re- 
quirement. 

The court order said that 
the federal Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid had 
no clear authority from 
Congress to enact the 
vaccine mandate for pro- 
viders participating in the 
two government health 
care programs for the el- 


Biden vaccine rule for health workers 
blocked in 10 states 


derly, disabled and poor. 
The preliminary injunction 
by St. Louis-based USS. 
District Judge Matthew 
Schelo applies to a coalli- 
tion of suing states that 
includes Alaska, Arkansas, 
lowa, Kansas, Missouri, Ne- 
braska, New Hampshire, 
North Dakota, South Da- 
kota and Wyoming. Similar 
lawsuits also are pending 
in other states. 

The federal rule requires 
COVID-19 vaccinations for 
more than 17 million work- 
ers nationwide in about 
76,000 health care facili- 
ties and home health care 
providers that get fund- 
ing from the government 
health programs. Workers 
are to receive their first 
dose by Dec. 6 and their 


second shot by Jan. 4 

The court order against the 
health care vaccine man- 
date comes after Biden's 
administration suffered a 
similar setback for a broad- 
er policy. 

A federal court previously 
placed a hold ona sep- 
arate rule requiring busi- 
nesses with more than 100 
employees to ensure their 
workers get vaccinated or 
else wear masks and get 
tested weekly for the coro- 
navirus. 

Biden's administration con- 
tends federal rules super- 
sede state policies orohib- 
iting vaccine mandates 
and are essential to slow- 
ing the pandemic. 

But the judge in the health 
care provider case wrote 


that federal officials likely 
overstepped their legal 
DOWETS. 

“CMS seeks to overtake 
an area of traditional state 
authority by imposing an 
Unprecedented demand 
to federally dictate the 
private medical decisions 
of millions of Americans. 
Such action challenges 
traditional notions of fed- 
eralism,” Schelp wrote in 
his order. 

Even under an exceed- 
ingly broad interpretation 
of federal powers, “Con- 
gress did not clearly au- 
thorize CMS to enact the 
this politically and eco- 
nomically vast, federalism- 
altering, and boundary- 
oushing mandate,” Schelp 
wrote.L} 
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New details on Chris Cuomo's role advising brother Andrew 
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N AL 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK 

and MARINA VILLENEUVE 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Tran- 
scriots released Monday 
shed new light on CNN 
anchor Chris Cuomo’s be- 
hind-the-scenes role advis- 
ing his brother, former New 
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
in the face of sexual ha- 
rassment allegations that 
forced him from office. 
Chris Cuomo told investiga- 
tors he spoke regularly with 
his brother, exchanged text 
messages with his top ad- 
visers and was looped in on 
emails in February in March 
as they formulated a re- 
sponse to allegations from 
multipole women. 

He also offered to help try 
and find out through his 
“sources” whether more 
women were going to 
come forward, including 
possibly learning their iden- 
tities. 

Chris Cuomo's role as his 
brother's unofficial adviser 
was previously known. Af- 
ter some details of his work 
were highlighted in an Au- 
gust report by state Attor- 
ney General Letitia James, 
the journalist acknowl- 
edged it was a “mistake” 
to have joined in strategy 
calls with a group of his 
brother's advisors. 

But a transcript of Chris 
Cuomo’'s July — interview 
with investigators, as well 
as the release of 169 pages 
of emails, text messages 
and other communications 





New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo appears during a news conference about COVID-19 at the 
State Capitol in Albany, N.Y., on Dec. 3, 2020, left, and CNN anchor Chris Cuomo attends the 12th 
annual CNN Heroes: An All-Star Tribute at the American Museum of Natural History in New York 


on Dec. 9, 2018. 


offer more detail on his in- 
volvement in shaping his 
brother’s message — and 
acting as a bulldog spar- 
ring with top adides over 
strategy. 

“|! was worried that this 
wasn't being handled the 
right way, and it’s not my 
job to handle it, okaye” 
Chris Cuomo testified. “| 
don't work for the gover- 
nor. I'm not defending him 
in this matter. I’m not cov- 
ering it. You know, this is — 
this is not what | do.” 

“l am worried about my 
brother and worried that 
this is being handled the 


best way if can. And my 
feeling was that, to my 
basic mantra, you need 
to tell the truth and get in 
front of these if you have 
something to say. And if 
you have something to 
own, you need fo do that 
as well,” he said. 

Andrew Cuomo resigned 
in August to avoid a likely 
impeachment trial, in the 
wake of an independent 
investigation that found he 
sexually harassed aft least 
1] women. 

Chris Cuomo, the host 
of CNN’s “Cuomo Prime 
Time,” has defended him- 
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self by saying he never 
reported on Cuomo's situ- 
ation for CNN and never 
tied to influence cover- 
age. 

“| tried to do the right 
thing,” the host said on-air 
in August, adding that he 
“wasn't in control of any- 
thing.” 

A message to CNN rep- 
resentatives for comment 
was not immediately re- 
turned. 

The transcript of Chris Cuo- 
mo’s interview was. part 
of a new batch of materi- 
als released Monday by 
the attorney general's of- 


fice, gathered during its 
monthslong — investigation 
into the governor's con- 
duct with women. 

A copy of Gov. Cuomo’s 
video testimony was re- 
leased for the first time. 
Transcripts of it had previ- 
ously been made public. 
The attorney general also 
released transcripts or 
videos of interviews. with 
several of Cuomo's key 
aides and advisors, who 
described their efforts to 
defend him against harass- 
ment allegations. 

The governor's former 
top aide, Melissa DeRosa, 
wiped away tears as she 
told investigators about a 
tense conservation she had 
in a car with Cuomo when 
she confronted him about 
his interactions with a for- 
mer aide, Charlotte Ben- 
nett, who said she felt like 
the governor was hitting on 
her. Bennett said he also 
made her uncomfortable 
with unwanted comments 
about her experience as a 
sexual assault survivor. 

“| can’t believe you put 
yourself in a situation where 
you would be having any 
version of this conversa- 
tion,” DeRosa said, recalll- 
ing what she said to Cuo- 
mo. 

DeRosa said the car 
stopped at a traffic light 
and she got out of the car. 
DeRosa said after Bennett's 
allegations, the governor's 
office no longer left Cuomo 
alone with junior staff.} 





Journalist freed by Myanmar helps light menorah in Detroit 


- sh 
ive | 
American journalist Danny Fenster speaks at a news conference at John F. 


Kennedy Airport in New York Tuesday, Nov. 16, 2021, after arriving in the 
United States following a six month detention in Myanmar. 


DETROIT (AP) — An Ameri- 
can journalist who was re- 
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cently freed after soend- 
ing nearly six months in jail 


In military-ruled Myanmar 
heloed light one of eight 
Hanukkah candles during 
a holiday celebration in 
downtown Detroit. 

Danny Fenster, 37, joined 
elected and community 
leaders Sunday night for 
the “Menorah in the D” 
event marking the start of 
Hanukkah. 

Fenster, who is from the 
Detroit suburb of Hunting- 
ton Woods, was handed 
over Nov. 15 by Myanmar 
to former U.S. diplomat Bill 
Richardson, who helped 
negotiate his release. He 
returned to the U.S. the fol- 
lowing day. 


Fenster, the managing 


editor of online magazine 
Frontier Myanmar, is one 
of more than 100 journal- 
ists, media officials and 
oublishers who have been 
detained in the Southeast 
Asian country since its mili- 
tary ousted the elected 
government in February. 

He was arrested on May 
24 at Yangon International 
Airport and convicted of 
spreading false or inflam- 
matory information, con- 
tacting illegal organizations 
and violating visa regula- 
tions. He was sentenced to 
11 years in prison with hard 
labor. “It wasn’t a theme | 
thought about before the 
timing of my release and 


the timing of this event, but 
| think there’s that obvious 
connection with bringing 
light to darkness in journal- 
ism,” Fenster, who is Jewish, 
told the Detroit Free Press. 
“The things that | was ar- 
rested for, being part of the 
news organization that’s 
trying to shed light on a 
very dark regime, seems 
obviously resonant to me.” 
“And it’s just made an al- 
ready great, joyful situation 
even more joyful. Just had 
a lot of love and apprecia- 
tion back home here in De- 
troit and metro Detroit, in 
the Jewish community and 
the wider community. It’s 
just been incredible.) 
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By KIYOKO METZLER 
Associated Press 

VIENNA (AP) — Nego- 
tiators in Vienna resumed 
talks Monday over reviving 
lran’s 2015 nuclear deal 
with world powers, with the 
United States taking part 
at arm's length as in previ- 
Ous rounds since the Trump 
administration pulled out 
of the accord three years 
ago. Hopes of quick prog- 
ress were muted after a 
hard-line new government 
in Tehran led to a more 
than. five-month hiatus in 
negotiations. But the Euro- 
pean Union official chair- 
ing the talks sounded an 
Upbeat note after the first 
meeting concluded. 

“| feel positive that we can 
be doing important things 
for the next weeks,” EU dip- 
lomat Enrique Mora told re- 
porters. 

All participants showed a 
willingness to listen to the 
positions and “sensibilities” 
of the new Iranian del- 
egation, Mora said. At the 
same time, Tehran’s team 
made clear it wanted to 
engage in “serious work” to 
bring the accord back to 
life, he said. 

The remaining signatories 
to the nuclear deal for- 
mally known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Ac- 
tion — Iran, Russia, China, 
France, Germany and Brit- 
ain — convened at the Pal- 
ais Coburg, a luxury hotel 
where the agreement was 
signed six years ago. 

A U.S. delegation headed 


all 
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Talks to revive Iran nuclear deal resume; U.S. stays distant 


The Arak heavy water nuclear facilities, near the central city of Arak, 150 miles (250 kilometers) 


southwest of the capital Tehran, Iran, Jan. 15, 2011. 


by the Biden administra- 
tion's special envoy for 
lran, Robert Malley, stayed 
at a nearby hotel where It 
was being briefed on the 
talks by diplomats from the 
other countries. 

President Joe Biden has 
signaled he wants to rejoin 
the talks. The last round, 
aimed at bringing Iran 
back into compliance with 
the agreement and paving 
the way for the U.S. to re- 
join, was held in June. 
“There is a sense of urgency 
in putting an end to the suf- 
fering of the Iranian peo- 
ple,” said Mora, referring 
to the crippling sanctions 
the U.S. re-imposed on Iran 
when If quit the accord. 


“And there is a sense of ur- 
gency in putting the Iranian 
nuclear program under the 
transparent monitoring of 
the international commu- 
nity,” he said. 

“What has been the norm 
over the first six rounds will 
be again the practice in 
this seventh round,” Mora 
added. “Nothing new on 
working methods.” 

The United States left the 
deal under then-President 
Donald Trump's “maxi- 
mum pressure” campaign 
against Tehran in 2018. 

The nuclear deal saw Iran 
limit its enrichment of urani- 
um in exchange for the lift- 
ing of economic sanctions. 
Since the deal’s collapse, 





Associated Press 


lran now enriches small 
amounts of uranium up to 
60% purity — a short step 
from weapons-grade levels 
of 90%. Iran also spins ad- 
vanced centrifuges barred 
by the accord, and its ura- 
nium stockpile now far ex- 
ceeds the accord'’s limits. 
lran maintains its atom- 
ic program is peaceful. 
However, U.S. intelligence 
agencies and _ interna- 
tional inspectors say lran 
had an organized nuclear 
weapons program up un- 
til 2003. Nonproliferation 
experts fear the brinkman- 
shio could push Tehran to- 
ward even more extreme 
measures fo try to force the 
West fo lift sanctions. 


Making matters more diffi- 
cult, United Nations nuclear 
insoectors remain unable 
to fully monitor lran’s pro- 
gram after Tehran limited 
their access. A trio to Iran 
last week by the head of 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, Rafael 
Grossi, failed to make any 
progress on that issue. 
Russia's top representative, 
Mikhail Ulyanov, said he 
held “useful” informal con- 
sultations with officials from 
lran and China on Sunday. 
That meeting, he said, was 
aimed at “better under- 
standing ... the updated 
negotiating position of Teh- 
ran.” He tweeted a picture 
of a meeting Monday he 
described as a preparatory 
session with members be- 
fore Iran joined the discus- 
SIONS. 

A delegation appointed by 
new Iranian President Ebra- 
him Raisi is joining the ne- 
gotiations for the first time. 
lran has made maximalist 
demands, including calls 
for the U.S. to unfreeze $10 
billion in assets as an initial 
goodwill gesture, a tough 
line that might be an open- 
ing gambit. 

Ali Bagheri, an Iranian nu- 
clear negotiator, told lra- 
nian state television late 
Sunday that the Islamic 
republic “has entered the 
talks with serious willoower 
and strong preparation.” 
However, he cautioned 
that “we cannot anticipate 
a timeframe on the length 
of these talks now.”_)} 





Israeli Supreme Court: Cable car 
survivor to return fo Italy 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel's 
Supreme Court on Monday 
Upheld lower court rulings 
in the bitter custody battle 
surrounding a _  6-year-old 
boy who survived a cable 
car crash in Italy, saying he 
should be returned to his 
relatives there within two 
weeks. Eitan Biran has been 
the focus of a legal battle 
between his paternal rela- 
tives in Italy and his ma- 
ternal family in Israel since 
surviving the May 23 cable 
car crash, which killed 14 
people, including his par- 
ents and younger brother. 


Eitan and his parents were 
living in Italy at the time of 
the accident. After his re- 
lease from a Turin hospital 
following weeks of treat- 
ment, Italian juvenile court 
officials ruled the = child 
would live with a paternal 
aunt, Aya Biran, near Pa- 
via, in northern Italy. 

His maternal grandfather, 
Shmulik Peleg, then = spir- 
ited him away without the 
knowledge of the relatives 
in Italy, taking him across 
the border into Switzerland 
by car and then flying him 
to Israel on a private jet. 


Peleg has said he acted in 
the child’s best interest. 
The Peleg family said it 
would continue to fight “in 
every legal way” to return 
the child to Israel. It was not 
immediately clear what 
legal options were avail- 
able following the Supreme 
Court ruling. 

Earlier this month, an Ital- 
ian judge issued an arrest 
warrant for Gabriel Abut- 
bul Alon, who is accused 
of having driven the car on 
Sept. 11 that spirited Eitan 
from his home near Pavia 
to Switzerland. Alon was ar- 





Aya Biran, a paternal aunt of 6-year-old Eitan Biran, who survived 
a cable car crash in Italy that killed his immediate family, leaves 
court in Tel Aviv, Sept. 23, 2021. 


rested in Cyprus last week. 
Peleg was also named in 
the arrest warrant. 

The boy's family in Italy said 
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they were happy with the 
Supreme Court decision, 
calling it “just and await- 


ed.” L} 
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Belarusian leader accuses Lithuania of dumping dead migrants 


By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Belaru- 
sian President Alexander 
Lukashenko on Monday 
accused Lithuanian authori- 
ties of dumping the bodies 
of migrants on the border 
between the two countries 
—aclaim rejected by Lithu- 
ania amid soaring border 
tensions between Belarus 
and its European Union 
neighbors. 

Lukashenko also warned 
that his country will stand 
squarely behind Its ally Rus- 
sia if the Ukrainian authori- 
ties launch an offensive 
against Moscow-backed 
rebels in eastern Ukraine. 
He tried to cast the tensions 
over migrants as part of 
a purported Western plot 
against Belarus and Russia. 
Lukashenko said at a meet- 
ing with his top military 
brass that Belarusian border 
guards found the bodies 
of two migrants left on the 
border over the weekend. 
“They put a dead body, or, 
probably, a person who is 
still alive, in a sleeping bag 
and toss it on the border,” 
Lukashenko exclaimed. 
“What an abomination!” 
Lithuania's State Border 
Guard Service rejected the 
Belarusian claim, saying that 
Belarusian authorities have 
repeatedly tried to stage 
and direct beatings, the 
crippling or even deaths 


Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko attends a meeting with top level military officials in 


Minsk, Belarus, Monday, Nov. 22, 2021. 


of migrants, while blaming 
Lithuania for such “inhu- 
mane treatment.” 
Lukashenko also charged 
Monday that Belarusian 
border guards also found 
several other freezing mi- 
grants who were barely 
alive at an abandoned 
farmhouse near the border 
with Lithuania. 

The EU has accused Lukash- 
enko of waging a “hybrid 
attack” against the bloc, 
UsINg desperate migrants 
as pawns and tricking them 
into trying to cross into EU 
members Poland and Lithu- 


ania to destabilize the en- 
tire bloc. The EU says that 
is Lukashenko’s revenge 
for EU sanctions imposed 
on Belarus after its brutal 
crackdown on democracy 
protesters. 

Belarusian authorities have 
denied the accusations 
and shot back at the EU, 
accusing It of failing to offer 
safe passage to migrants. 
Since Nov. 8, a large group 
of migrants, mostly lraqgi 
Kurds, has been stranded in 
Belarus at a border crossing 
with Poland, trapped amid 
freezing temperatures as 
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forces from the two coun- 
tries face off. Most of the 
migrants are fleeing conflict 
or hopelessness at home, 
and aim to reach Germany 
or other Western European 
countries. 

On Monday, Lukashenko 
had a call with Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin in which 
they talked about the situa- 
tion on Belarus’ border with 
Poland, according to the 
Kremlin. 

The Belarusian leader also 
ordered military officials 
Monday to raise troop 
readiness in view of NATO 
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maneuvers near Belarusian 
borders. 

Lukashenko dismissed West- 
ern concerns about alleged 
Russian plans to invade 
Ukraine, which also borders 
Belarus, saying that Moscow 
Would have let him know 
about it if if had such inten- 
tions. But echoing state- 
ments from the Kremlin, he 
warned Ukrainian authorities 
that if they try to use force to 
reclaim areas controlled by 
Russia-backed separatists in 
Ukraine’s eastern industrial 
heartland known as Don- 
bas, Belarus would stand 
squarely with Russia. 

“If they try to launch a small 
war in Donbas or some- 
where on the border with 
Russia, Belarus will not stay 
aside, and it’s clear whose 
side it will take,” he said. 
Belarusian Defense Minister 
Lt. Gen. Viktor Khrenin said in 
the “medium term” Belarus 
and Russia will conduct joint 
drills fo protect Belarus’ bor- 
der with Ukraine. 

Ukrainian authorities have 
voiced concerns that Rus- 
sian troops could use Be- 
larusian territory to invade 
Ukraine. 

The Kremlin has denied 
plans to launch such at- 
tack and accused Ukrai- 
nian authorities and their 
Western backers of making 
the claims to cover up their 
own allegedly aggressive 
designs.L] 
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Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, addresses the media as 
he arrives to attend the opening day of the winter session of 
Parliament in New Delhi, India, Monday, Nov.29, 2021. 


By KRUTIKA PATHI 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — Indian 
lawmakers on Monday re- 
pealed agricultural legisla- 
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tion that provoked a year 
of nationwide protests from 
farmers, In ad move that was 
seen as a major reversal 
and rare climbdown for 


Indian lawmakers repeal 
after year of protests 


Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s government, which 
had ardently defended the 
controversial reforms. 

The Farm Laws Repedl 
bill passed the lower and 
Upper houses of Parlia- 
ment with scant debate 
— ten days after Modi an- 
nounced the surprise deci- 
sion to withdraw the three 
laws in a televised national 
adaress. 

Protesting farmers have 
hunkered down in make- 
shiff camps outside the 
capital of New Delhi since 
November of last year to 
demand the removal of 
the laws, which they fear 
would drastically shrink their 
incomes. 


The repeal bill will need to 
be signed by the president 
before it is formally imple- 
mented. 

But farmers have said their 
demonstrations will con- 
tinue — just last week, Tthou- 
sands of jubilant farmers on 
tractors, jeeps and cars, 
waved green and white 
flags as they rode along 
highways ringing New Delhi 
to celebrate their victory, 
but made If clear that the 
government has not met all 
of their demands. 

Rakesh Tikait, a top farmer 
leader, said that they neead- 
ed government assurances 
of guaranteed prices for 
certain essential crops, like 
wheat and rice — a system 


farm reforms 


introduced in the 1960s to 
help India shore up its food 
reserves and prevent short- 
ages. 

He demanded that the 
government set up a com- 
mittee to settle these de- 
mands before the famers 
consider ending their pro- 
Tests. 

Farmers form one of In- 
dia’s most influential voting 
blocs. Modi’s decision to 
scrap the new laws came 
ahead of elections early 
next year in key states like 
Uttar Pradesh and Punjab, 
both — significant agricul- 
tural producers and where 
his Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is eager to shore up Its 
support. LL) 
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By MARLON GONZALEZ 
Associated Press 
TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras 
(AP) — Xiomara Castro de 
Zelaya, the wife of ousted 
former president Mel Zela- 
ya, has taken a command- 
ing lead in Honduras’ elec- 
tions, capping a 12-year 
effort. If preliminary tallies 
from the election Sunday 
are confirmed, Castro de 
Zelaya would become the 
Central American coun- 
try’s first female president. 
Her victory would also mark 
the return of her family to 
the presidential residence 
that they were ousted from 
in a 2009 coup. 

The 62-year-old, three-time 
candidate has long said, 
“the third try is the charm.” 
She grew up in the capital, 
Tegucigalpa, but moved 
to her husband's rural prov- 
ince of Olancho, known for 
its cattle ranches, when the 
couple wed. 


Together they raised four 
children, and during her 
husband's 2006-2009 ten- 
ure, she played a relatively 
minor role, overseeing pro- 
grams for women and chil- 
dren. But if was after the 
2009 coup, which forced 
her husband into exile, that 
Castro de Zelaya came to 
the forefront. With Mel Ze- 
laya running a sort of gov- 
ernment in exile in Costa 
Rica and later in Nicara- 
gua, If was up to his wife to 
lead the string of protests 
demanding his return and 
re-instatement. 

By the time Zelaya formed 
the Libre, or Free Party, 
Castro de Zelaya’s popu- 
larity was evident among 
followers of the movement. 
Besides, the country’s Con- 
stitution prohibited her hus- 
band from running for re- 
election. Since 2013, the 
first time she ran, Castro de 
Zelaya has been the princi- 
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Xiomara Castro de Zelaya, Honduras’ Ist female president? 


pal thorn in the side of Juan 
Orlando Herndndez, the 
current president who won 
elections in 2013, and then 
gained the blessings of the 
country’s supreme court to 
run for re-election in 2017. 
Castro de Zelaya ceded 
her candidacy in 2017 to 
Salvador Nasralla, a TV 
personality who ran at the 
head of an opposition co- 
alition, and claimed to 
have narrowly defeated 
Hernandez. 

After a protracted elec- 
tion filled with irregularities 
in 2017, protesters filled the 
streets and the govern- 
ment imposed a curfew. 
Three weeks later, Hernan- 
dez was declared the win- 
ner despite the Organiza- 
tion of American States ob- 
servation mission calling for 
an election re-do. At least 
23 people were killed. 
Since then, Castro de Ze- 
laya’s movement has fo- 


Barbados prepares fo bid farewell to 
queen as head of state 


By DANICA COTO 


Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — The Caribbean is- 
land of Barbados on Mon- 
day prepared to wave 
goodbye to Queen Eliza- 
beth Il as head of state as 
it cuts ties with its colonial 
past and becomes a re- 
public for the first time in 
history. 

The preparations come 
a month after the Parlia- 
ment of the former British 


colony once nicknamed 
“Little England” elected 
its first ever president in a 
two-thirds majority vote. 


Thousands of people 
were expected to watch 
the late-night event on 
TV, listen to if on the ra- 
dio or see it in person ata 
oopular square where the 
statue of a_ well-known 
British lord was removed 
last year amid a world- 
wide push to eradicate 
symbols of oppression. 

“It should be a_ historic 
moment,” said Den- 
nis Edwards, a property 
manager who was born 
in Guyana but lives in Bar- 
bados. 


His son was born on the 
iskand, so Edwards said 
he plans to take him to 
see the once-in-a-lifetime 
event: “He’s a Bajan.” 
The most high-profile 
guest will be Prince 
Charles, who arrived 
Sunday in Barbados, 
an island of more than 
300,000 people and one 
of the wealthier nations 
in the Caribbean, depen- 
dent on tourism, manvu- 
facturing and _ finance. 
The Prince of Wales was 
greeted with a 21-gun sa- 
lute and is scheduled to 
speak ahead of the presi- 
dent-elect. 

Barbados Governor Gen- 
eral Sandra Mason, who 
was appointed by the 
queen, is scheduled to 
be sworn in as president 
shortly after midnight on 
Tuesday, which marks 
the island's 55th indepen- 
dence from Britain. 

IN a speech to Parlia- 
ment last month, she said 
the move to become a 
republic should not be 
seen as a condemnation 
of anyone and that Bar- 
bados looked forward to 


continuing its relationship 
with the British monarch. 
Prime Minister Mia Mottley 
praised the vote at the 
time, saying, “We have 
just elected among us a 
woman who is unique- 
ly and passionately 
Barbadian..... can think 
therefore of no. better 
person aft this juncture of 
our nation.” 

Mottley added that the 
“responsibilities and rights 
come with the under- 
standing that there is no 
one else to look Over US... 
This is our moment.” 
Mason, 72, is an attorney 
and judge who also has 
served as ambassador 
to Venezuela, Colombia, 
Chile and Brazil. 
Barbados has slowly dis- 
tanced itself from its co- 
lonial past after gaining 
independence from the 
United Kingdom in No- 
vember 1966, more than 
three hundred centuries 
after English settlers ar- 
rived and turned the is- 
land into a wealthy sugar 
colony based on the work 
of hundreds of thousands 
of African slaves.) 








Free Party presidential candidate Xiomara Castro has her hand 
raised by her running mate Salvador Nasralla after general 
elections, in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, Sunday, Nov. 28, 2021. 


cused laser-like on getting 
Hernandez out of office. 
Hernandez became a na- 
tional embarrassment with 
U.S. federal prosecutors 
in New York accusing him 
of running a narco state 
and fueling his own politi- 
cal rise with drug money. 
Hernandez has denied it all 
and has not been formally 
charged, but that could 
change once he leaves of- 
fice. Castro de Zelaya sees 
it GS a campaign to free 
her country. 

“Honduras has been de- 
scribed as a narco-state 


“Winches 
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because of the mafia that 
governs us, and we have 
also been described as the 
most corrupt country in Lat- 
in America,” Castro de Ze- 
laya said at a recent cam- 
paign event. “People of 
Honduras, now is the time 
to say enough of the mis- 
ery, Poverty and exclusion 
that our country suffers.” 
But Castro de Zelaya will 
also have to overcome dis- 
trust caused by Mel Zela- 
ya's sometimes headstrong 
and erratic governing style 
during his 2006-2009 admin- 
istration. L} 
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Getting tested for travels during the holidays just got easier! 


MedCare Fit2Fly Test- 





PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing ing Center at the Cove 
Centers has improved its services when it comes to Mall is opposite the 
turn around time for results. As of today it’s offering Holiday Inn and is open 
same day test results (previously it was 24 hours) on every day for walk-ins 
both PCR and Antigen tests. from 8 AM through 6 

PM. MedCare’s other 
This in part is fo comply with the updated November location is situated at 
8th CDC requirement for travel to the United States. The Courtyard by Mar- 
Where vaccinated travelers need to test three days riott Aruba Resort, Is 
orior to travel and unvaccinated travelers one day across the street from 
orior. the RIU Hotel and is 
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open every day from 8:00 AM until 2 PM. These two 

locations are at a stone's throw from your resort, Con- 

dominium, or other vacation accommodation. Walk- 
ins are welcome. 

MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clinic that 
specializes in urgent care for tourists and that has 
been appointed as the national COVID-19 clinic 
for tourists, and Laboratorio di Servicio, a full-service 
modern medical laboratory with state-of-the-art 
equioment, have partnered up to provide fast and 
reliable COVID-19 testing to all. Laboratorio di Servicio 
is SO-15189:2012 accredited by the Dutch Council for 
Accreditation (M317). 
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For a selection of resorts in Aruba, MedCare has setup 
e e¢ The Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort 
i 1) At the ee The Ritz-Carlton Resort. 


For your convenience 
. | “ | ' Testing Centers on site: 

| | / e ¢ Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village Beach Re- 

sort, Divi Golf, Divi Tamarnijn 
| : ¢ —« Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach Resort 
: [ ES ; ING e ¢ Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort and Casino 
. | e ¢ Renaissance Wind Creek Aruba Resort 
Paseo Please contact your front desk for more information 
ee on our Testing Centers at these properties. 





Herencia 

| Mall Private bookings 

a For your convenience, Medcare also offers private 
testing at youraccommodation/hotel room for a one- 
time service fee of $120. This fee covers testing Up to 
10 people (one appointment, at one location and a 
specific time). Additional persons will be charged $10 
per person. Regular testing fees applies.) 





a 


Lv] 





_ LOCATION - ANTIGEN ANTIGEN $35 
Paseo Herencia Approved for Same day 
Mall next re-entry to results 
to TGIF the U.S. For more information, please contact: 


Phone: +297 280 0630 

Open 7 days a week, 7 AM — 7 PM. 

Email: info@medcare.aw 

MedCare Clinic Aruba - Medcare Test Center 


PCR $75 VERY JUST WALK IN! Follow us on social media: 
results) ——silsbbers  NO*RfegeumeMt —_edcare cnc | Focebook 


OPEN DAILY [came ae 












FROM 9AM - 9PM 
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Albanbra Open daily 10am to 2am | JLE. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com 


CASINO AND SHOPS Play Resporbly. Visit ww gamblersanteyment.evg if poo or ramenee you know has a yambling problem. 


WIN S10 UP TO S1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE 


Earn 


DOUBLE POINTS 
all day long! 
Use your Players’ Club card 
to play our slots and we'll 


DOUBLE your points! 
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CLUB! 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 









Article by Etnia Nativa 


WhotsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! 
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Aruba beyond beaches 





Every week we share 
the most interesting and 
insightful articles about 
Aruba as a destination to 
explore and conserve. 
Discover amazing and 
informative stories to en- 
rich your knowledge and 
experience. There is so 
much to admire on this 
tiny island such as the 
variety of the landscape 
and its differences which 
is the result of the weath- 
er resistance of different 
types of rocks. 








We can. differentiate 
three basic geological 
formations. One is a hilly 
part, second by an un- 
dulating part and a third 
part consisting of lime- 
stone which embraces 
these two zones men- 
tioned before and form- 
ing also the coast line. 

The landscape of Sta. 
Cruz, Tanki Flip, Noord 
area and in the south of 


Savaneta Is mostly flat to 
Slightly undulating with 
quartz diorite (QD) boul- 
ders in it. This rock is has a 
gray color with dark and 
light speckled, and _ is 
relatively hard. These are 
many areas with boul- 
ders and small or large 
patches of sand and 
vegetation. The Hool- 
berg elevates t0166 m, a 
conical-shaped hill west 
of Santa Cruz and is situ- 
ated in the middle of the 
typical QD landscape. 
The main component of 
this hill is of volcanic for- 
mation called Hooiber- 
gite. Other geological 
ohenomena in the QD 
landscape are the small 
hills at the north coast 
and areas of our by law 
protected dunes prohib- 
iting the incursion of alll 
types of motorized ve- 
hicles. 

A curious fact is that 
our dunes where manly 





formed by the feeding 
habits of various types 
of parrotfisnh who bites of 
the living coral to extract 
the animal juices inside, 
while spit out the crushed 
calcium in to a fine sand, 
that the wind on its part 
accumulates as dunes 
behind our north coast 
beaches. 

The dunes are well 
drained, often dry, and 
are composed also of 
calcium carbonate from 
eroded seashells. De- 
composing sea algae, 
brought in by stormy 
weather, adds nutrients 
to allow pioneer species 
to colonize them. 

In these white dunes 
and desert landscape 
we find some hardy flora 
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soecies that are perfectly adapted to the aridity of the 
soil, the mobility of the loose sandy substrate, the low 
nutrients and the salinity, elements ideal to sustain the 
halophyte plant communities that survive in these ex- 
treme soil conditions of high saline content. 

Some of these pioneering species are the “Sesuvium 
portulacastrum” or “Tobacco di piscado” (fishermans 
tabaco}, in our native Papiamento, the “cocorobana” 
“Tournefortia gnaphalodes” also known by the name 
of “sea lavender” and sea grapes, Cocoloba uvifera. 
The predominant fauna of these coastal dunes are 
insects such as bees, wasps and ants, beetles, spider 
flies, sea birds and also lizards. 

As we move away from the sea, the intensity of the 
wind, the salt soray and the mobility of the substrate 
are reduced. This makes the environmental conditions 
less extreme, which is used by a greater number of 
soecies._) 


Did you say that you love Aruba its origins and cultural heri- 
tage? Than this private encounter with our columnist anthro- 
pologist is just as you. Sessions created in a gorgeous setting 


for visitor with special interests. Appointment is required. et- 
nianativa03@gmail.com or Whatsapp us 297 592 2702 for a 
private reservation. 
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Long time employees reflect resort's singular style 
Playa Linda Celebrates its Dream Team 






Maria Trimon Maduro 


PALM BEACH - The holiday season kicked 
off to a festive start at the Playa Linda Beach 
Resort with a celebration of valued team 
members who marked a milestone work 
anniversary this year. A recent anniversary 
lunch, held appropriately on Thanksgiving 
Day, was made even more joyous in being 
able to gather together to recognize accom- 
plishments and share in well-deserved rec- 
ognition. It has been the combined talents of 
Playa Linda’s long time employees that have 
helped guarantee the delivery of an out- 
standing vacation experience even during 
the height of unusual times. 


Many of the honorees are well known to re- 
turn members and guests of the Playa Linda 
and have proven skilled at making an indel- 
ible impression on even first time visitors. Top- 
ping this year’s list is Alvaro Gonzalez whose 
career at the Playa Linda spans an impressive 
35 years as an integral part of Membership 
Accounting. The level of dedication demon- 
strated by Maira Trimon-Maduro throughout 
her 30 years in Housekeeping proves why 
Playa Linda's largest department is indeed 
the “heart of the house”. Lourdes Croes Bello, 
representing Housekeeping as well, but also 
well known for her past role at the Front Desk, 
is another favorite of guests with 25 years on 


Anniversary Group 


Alvaro Gonzalez 
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the job. Most well known among visitors may 
be Kirk McKenzie, a long time employee with 
Grounds and a familiar face on the beach, 
who, after 25 years, still demonstrates an un- 
flagging energy, helpful hand and infectious 
friendliness. 


This year’s group of 18 honorees represents 
a combined total of 280 years of know- 
how and hospitality acumen. Playa Linda's 
own General Manager Peter van Grinsven 
is among the 20-year honorees that also 
includes Belquis Francisco Almonte from 
Housekeeping, Miangely Faro from Member- 
ship Accounting and Engineering’s Pedro 
Ogando-Amparo and Gerald Naar. Cele- 
brating 15 years with the Playa Linda are Hu- 
bert Ridderstaat from Engineering and Lud- 
ers Cadevil from Grounds. Also represented 
this year are many 5-year employees who in 
a relatively short amount of time have made 
a big impact and include Pauline Taylor-Dijo 
from Activities, Jacob de Mey from Account- 
ing, Rousanne de Weever from HR, Yolaime 
Valencia Lopez from Loss Prevention as well 
as Reservations’ well-oiled team of Monique 
Hodge, Solange Croes and Lisette Ras. All 
honorees received a plaque, the customary 
envelope and gratitude for individual contri- 
butions that cement the foundation of what 
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helps set the Playa Linda Beach Resort apart 
as a top choice for an Aruba stay. 


Alvaro Gonzalez, who after working with Pla- 
ya Linda for 35 years, sums if Up best, as to 
what makes the resort so special for both em- 
ployees as well as members and guests. “We 
all belong to an extended Playa Linda fam- 
ily. Since the inception of the resort, through 
its Construction phase through the many up- 
grades that followed, Playa Linda has its own 
Unique style that distinguishes us from other 
timeshares and resorts on the island, which 
combined with its excellent location, truly 
creates a special, singular ‘home away from 
home’ environment for everyone.” 


Playa Linda Beach Resort Aruba sits beach- 
side on world famous Palm Beach, and at 
the center of the island's best selection of 
dining, shopping and activity options. It’s 215 
spacious suites -- featuring nine different suite 
categories, each with fully-equipped kitch- 
ens — and resort amenities including on-prop- 
erty laundry facilities, two pools, two JACUZZIS, 
concierge services, daily activity program 
and varied dining and shopping options, 
create an upscale, community-centered 
environment for families, couples and friend 
groups seeking Aruba hospitality at its finest. 
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Liz Weston: How to maximize your ‘health span’ 


By LIZ WESTON 

of NerdWallet 

We're living longer on av- 
erage, but the number 
of years we're healthy 
hasn't kept up. This lagging 
“health span “ translates 
into more time living with 
serious illness and disabili- 
ties at the end of our lives. 
This can have. significant 
repercussions for our retire- 
ments. Some of us will have 
our working lives cut short 
by ill health, reducing how 
much money we can save 
for our futures. Others will 
face big bills for medical 
and nursing home care. 
Then there is the emotional 
toll of struggling with poor 
health rather than travel- 
ing, visiting the grandkids 
and engaging in all the oth- 
er activities we'd planned 
for our golden years. 

It doesn't necessarily have 
to be this way. Many of the 
biggest risk factors for poor 
health are within our power 
to modify, prevent or con- 
trol, says R. Dale Hall , man- 
aging director of the Soci- 
ety of Actuaries Research 
Institute, which provides 
research on managing 
risks. But as with retirement 
saving, the earlier we get 
started, the better. 

LEARN THE 5 HEALTH SPAN 
RISK FACTORS 

The institute commissioned 
Vitality, a company that 
partners with insurers and 
employers to promote 
healthier living, to conduct 
a study that identified five 
lifestyle risk factors with the 
largest impact on health 
span: tobacco use, obe- 


sity, high blood sugar, poor 
diet and high blood pres- 
sure. 

The researchers also high- 
lighted ways to modify 
those risks, including quit- 
ting smoking, engaging in 
physical activity, eating 
a healthy diet and taking 
medications as prescribed. 
The study relied on data 
from the Global Burden of 
Disease, a@ resource main- 
tained by the University of 
Washington's Institute for 
Health Metrics and Evalua- 
tion that tracks the preva- 
lence of diseases and risk 
factors worldwide, along 
with the relative harm they 
cause. The GBD shows av- 
erage remaining life ex- 
pectancy at age 65 in the 
U.S. rose from 17.6 years In 
1990 to 19.6 years in 2019 
— a two-year gain. Healthy 
life expectancy, on the 
other hand, rose less than 
one year, from 12.2 years 
to 13.1 years. 

That echoes similar statis- 
tics from the World Health 
Organization, which found 
that U.S. life expectancy at 
age 60 rose nearly 8% be- 
tween 2000 and 2019, but 
healthy life expectancy 
rose less than 5%. 
RECOGNIZE OTHER BARRI- 
ERS TO HEALTHIER LIVING 
The GBD has some limita- 
tions: If doesn’t track the 
impact of well-established 
orevention strategies such 
as immunizations and 
screenings, or account for 
risk factors such as stress, 
depression, lack of sleep, 
loneliness and lack of pur- 
pose, the Vitality research- 


ers sald . 

It's also important to ac- 
knowledge that there can 
be huge systemic barriers 
to healthier living. If you live 
in an area with limited ac- 
cess to fresh fruits and veg- 
etables, it’s harder to eat 
well. If you live in crowded 
housing in an unsafe neigh- 
borhood, getting enough 
exercise can be tough. lf 
you must choose between 
buying medication and 
food, you're unlikely to fill 
the prescription your doc- 
tor wrote for you — assum- 
ing you can afford to visit 
a doctor. The more money 
you have, the better ac- 
cess you have to the key 
health interventions that 
helo people live a longer 
life in good health. 

Even when we have 
enough money, our be- 
havioral biases can get in 
the way — particularly our 
tendency to value present 
gratification over future 
gain. 

“I'd honestly rather sift on 
the couch and eat the bag 
of crisos rather than go for 
the run,” says Tanya Little 
, Vitality’s chief growth of- 
ficer. “And yet future me 
would thank me for going 
for the run now.” 

IDENTIFY ONE AREA FOR 
CHANGE 

Similarly, we may choose 
inaction over action § if 
we're asked to change too 
much, Little says. Instead, 
Vitality’s programs iden- 
tify one change that would 
have the biggest impact 
based on each person’s 
health and lifestyle profile. 





This undated file photo provided by N 


All 


TUESDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2021 


erdWallet shows Liz Weston, 


a columnist for personal finance website NerdWallet.com. 


“This idea of an endless list 
is totally overwhelming and 
demotivating,” Little says. 
“Whereas if | say to you, ‘If 
you just did this one thing’ 
... YOU are much more likely 
to do it.” 

Once people make prog- 
ress on asingle goal, they're 
often inspired to change 
others, Little says. People 
who get more exercise of- 
ten start to eat healthier, for 


Associated Press 


example. 

Healthy habits don’t make 
Us Immune fo illness and dis- 
ability, of course. But mind- 
ing our health improves 
the odds we'll have many 
more years fo enjoy. 

If you'd like to see what Vi- 
tality recommends for you, 
as well as its estimate of 
your life and health spans, 
you can visit the compa- 
ny’s calculator.) 





In this Nov. 29, 2010 file photo, a consumer looks at Cyber 
Monday sales on her computer at her home in Palo Alto, Calif. 
Associated Press 


By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Con- 


sumers are expected to 
soend between $10.2 bil- 
lion and $11.3 billion on 








Monday, making it once 
again the biggest online 
shopping day of the year, 
according to Adobe Digi- 
tal Economy Index. 

Still, soending on what's 
known as Cyber Mon- 
day could drop from last 
year’s level of $10.8 billion 
as Americans are spread- 
ing out their deals more in 
response to discounting in 
October by retailers, ac- 
cording to Adobe, which 
analyzes more than one 
trillion visits to U.S. retail 
sites. 


Both Black Friday and 
Thanksgiving Day online 
shopping came in below 
Adobe's prediction. On 
Black Friday, online sales 
reached $8.9 billion, down 
from the $9 billion in 2020, 
the second largest day of 
the year. On Thanksgiving 
Day, online sales reached 
$5.1 billion, even from the 
year-ago period. 

Adobe says it is the first 
time it has seen decreased 
spending on the big shop- 
ping days, which have 
seen healthy growth rates 


Cyber Monday sales should be robust but business cooling 


since Adobe first began 
reporting on e-commerce 
In 2012. 

For the first time, discounts 
compared with a year 
ago are expected to be 
weaker on Cyber Mon- 
day, a big theme this 
season given how supply 
chain clogs are creating 
challenges for retailers in 
bringing merchandise to 
stores. Still, Cyber Monday 
remains the best day to 
buy TVs with discount lev- 
els at 16%, compared with 
19% discounts last year. LJ 
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EXPLAINER: What we know and don't 
know about omicron variant 
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Travelers wearing protective face masks arrive at Ben Gurion 
Airport near Tel Aviv, Israel, Sunday, Nov. 28, 2021. 


By JAMEY KEATEN and 
MARIA CHENG 

Associated Press 

GENEVA (AP) — The World 
Health Organization says It 
could still take some time 
to get a full picture of the 
threat posed by omicron, a 
new variant of the corona- 
virus as scientists worldwide 
scramble to assess its mul- 
tiole mutations. 

Stock markets swooned, 
some public gatherings 
got canceled, and coun- 
tries across the globe sus- 
pended incoming | flights 
after scientists in South Af- 
rica last week identified the 
new version that appears 
to have been behind a 
recent spike in COVID-19 
infections in the country’s 
most populous province. 
Over the weekend, the 
list of Countries that have 
sootted the new variant 
in travelers grew. Portugal 
detected 13 cases linked 
to the new variant among 
members of a single soccer 
club — only one of whom 
had recently traveled to 
South Africa. 

On Friday, WHO desig- 
nated it as a “variant of 
concern,” its most serious 


designation of a COVID-19 
variant, and called it “omi- 
as the latest entry 


cron’ 







Couple services 


Associated Press 


into its Greek alohabet 
classification system de- 
signed to avoid stigmatiz- 
ing countries of origin and 
simplify understanding. 


WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT 
OMICRON? 

By Sunday, U.N. health 
agency issued a statement 
on omicron that boiled 
down to: We don’t know 
much yet. 

It said it wasn’t clear 
whether omicron is more 
transmissible — more eas- 
ily soread between people 
— compared to other vari- 
ants like the highly transmis- 
sible delta variant. It said 
it wasn’t clear if infection 
with omicron causes more 
severe disease, even as it 
cited data from South Af- 
rica showing rising rates of 
hospitalization there — but 
that could just be because 
more people are getting 
infected with COVID-19, 
not specifically omicron. 
From just over 200 new 
confirmed cases per day 
in recent weeks, South Af- 
rica saw the number of 
new daily cases rocket to 
more than 3,200 on Satur- 
day, most in Gauteng, the 
country’s most populous 
province. 

Now, up to 90% of the 
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new cases in Gauteng are 
caused by It, according to 
Tullo de Oliveira, director 
of the KwaZulu-Natal Re- 
search Innovation and Se- 
quencing Platform. 

“There is currently no in- 
formation to suggest that 
symptoms associated with 
omicron are different from 
those from other variants,” 
WHO said. 


WHY ARE SCIENTISTS WOR- 
RIED ABOUT THIS NEW VARI- 
ANT? 

So far, the main difference 
with other variants appears 
to be that there may be an 
increased risk of reinfection 
with omicron — in other 
words, that people who've 
already had COVID-19 
could get reinfected more 
easily. 

The variant appears to 
have a high number of mu- 
tations — about 30 — in the 
coronavirus’ spike protein, 
which could affect how 
easily it soreads to people. 
Some experts say that 
could mean that vac- 
cine makers may have to 
adapt their products at 
some point. 

Sharon Peacock, who has 
led genetic sequencing of 
COVID-19 in Britain at the 
University of Cambridge, 
said the data so far sug- 
gest the new variant has 
mutations “consistent with 
enhanced transmissibility,” 
but said that “the signifi- 
cance of many of the mu- 
tations is still not known.” 
Lawrence Young, a virolo- 
gist at the University of War- 
wick, described omicron as 
“the most heavily mutated 
version of the virus we 
have seen,” including po- 
tentially worrying changes 
never before seen all in the 
same Virus. 


WHAT 
APART? 
Scientists know that omi- 
cron Is genetically distinct 
from previous variants in- 
cluding the beta and del- 
ta variants, but don't know 
if these genetic changes 
make if any more transmis- 
sible or dangerous. So far, 
there is no indication the 
variant causes more se- 
vere disease. L} 
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HTTA 
Time - Share Owners 
Condo and Houses 
Want to sell your property ? 
Call the expert 36 years 
Of doing honest bussiness 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 


HTTA 
Marriott Surf and Ocean Club 
GOLD SEASON 
1BR ocean view $6K 
2BR ocean view $8K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

214828 





Twitter co- 
founder Jack 
Dorsey steps 
down as CEO 


By MICHELLE CHAPMAN 

AP Business Writer 

Twitter co-founder Jack 
Dorsey has stepped down 
as CEO of the social media 
platform. He has been suc- 
ceeded by Twitter's current 
chief technology officer, 
Parag Agrawal. 

Dorsey will remain on the 
board until his term expires 
In| 2022. Agrawal joined 
Twitter in 2011 and has 
been CTO since 2017. 
Twitter shares rose 5% to 
$49.47 in morning trading 
after the announcement. 
Twitter was caught up in 
the heated political atmo- 
sohere leading up to the 
2020 election, particularly 
when it banned former 
President Donald Trump 
following his incitement of 
the Jan. 6 riot at the US. 
Capitol. Dorsey defended 
the move, saying Trump's 
tweets after the event re- 
sulted in a risk to public 
safety and created an 
“extraordinary and unten- 
able circumstance" for 
the company. Trump sued 
the company, along with 
Facebook and YouTube, in 
July for alleged censorship. 
Critics argued that Twitter 
took too long to address 
hate speech, harassment 
and other harmful activ- 
ity on its platform, par- 
ticularly during the 2020 
campaign.L) 





HTTA 
Eagle Resort 
Eagle beach 
1 Bedroom week 45 and 46 
Room #1566 
Price : $4 K each 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 


HTTA 
Paradise Beach Villas 
Eagle Beach 
1 Bedroom week 45 room #304 
1 Bedroom week 47 room #214 
Garden view $ 5 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

214828 


HTTA 

Dutch Village 

Eagle Beach 

1BR WK#46 room#7 1 

12weeks remain 6 accelerated 

Expire: 2035 $6K 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath WK#47 

Room#103 $7K 

17 full accelerated expire: 2026 

Call:011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 





Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 

Private Island 

1 BR Deluxe week # 48 

room # 2552 

Ocean front $ 5 K 

1 BR week 49 room # 2502 

Garden view $ 4K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 


HTTA 
Condo for Sale 
Dutch Village Noord 
2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 
Price : $220 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Palm Beach 

2BR 2bath Penthouse 

Week#49 Room#770 

30weeks remain $18 K 

2BR week 50 room#630/631 

32weeks remain $18 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 












HTTA 
Condo for Sale 
Gold Coast 
2 Bedroom 2 Bath $290 K 
3 Bedroom 3 Bath $450 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 


HTTA 
La Cabana Beach and casino 
Eagle Beach 
1 BR week #49 room # 220 A 
1 BR week #50 room # 316 A 
Price :$ 5 K each 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

214828 


HTTA 
Condo for Sale 
Tiera del Sol 
3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 
Fully furnished with garage 
Price: $ 450K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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‘Encanto,’ ‘House of Gucci’ fuel 
Thanksgiving box office 


° if 





s 2 al 
Seale SAC | a 


i 4 “dl 


gat , oo ‘ 





| 


This image released by Disney shows Mirabel, voiced by 
Stephanie Beatriz, in a scene from the animated film “Encanto.” 


By JAKE COYLE 

AP Film Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Thanks- 
giving weekend movie- 
going was still far from the 
feast it normally is, but Dis- 
ney’s “Encanto” and the 
Lady Gaga-led “House of 
Gucci” both gave a lift to 
two genres that have been 
oarticularly battered by 
the pandemic: family mov- 
ies and adult dramas. 
“Encanto” led the box of- 
fice with $27 million over 
the weekend and $40.3 
million across the five-day 
holiday frame, according 
to studio estimates Sunday. 
While well off the pace of 
oast Disney animated mov- 
ies released over Thanks- 
giving — “Coco” launched 
at the same time of year 
with $72 million and “Raloh 
Breaks the Internet” did as 
well with $84 million — the 
result was the best opening 
for an animated movie dur- 
ing the pandemic. 

Family films have been es- 
pecially slow to bounce 
back, though with kids in- 
creasingly getting vacci- 
nated, hopes have been 
rising that releases such 
as “Encanto” can lead a 
rebound. Disney earlier 
this year released films like 
Pixar's “Luca” straight to 
Disney+, but put out “En- 
canto,” reportedly made 
for $120 million, exclusively 
in theaters. The film, about 
Qa magical Colombia fam- 
ily and featuring original 
songs from Lin-Manuel Mi- 
randa, took in $70 million 
globally. MGM's “House 
of Gucci,” from director 
Ridley Scott, debuted with 
$14.2 million over the three- 
day weekend and $21.8 
million across five days. 
That, too, was among the 


Associated Press 
best performances for an 
adult drama. Scott’s own 
“The Last Duel,” for Dis- 
ney’s 20th Century Studios, 
launched with a paltry $4.8 
million in October. The $75 
million-budgeted “House 
of Gucci,” about the fam- 
ily behind the Italian fash- 
ion brand, features a 
large cast including Adam 
Driver, Jared Leto and Al 
Pacino. But its star, Lady 
Gaga, who plays Patrizia 
Reggiani, especially drove 
the turnout. According to 
MGM, 59% of the audi- 
ence was female and 45% 
were between the ages of 
18-35. About 34% were 45 
years and older — a higher 
turnout among older mov- 
iegoers than most releases 
have seen. “Originality 
still Counts in the public’s 
mind,” said Erik Loomis, 
distribution chief for MGM. 
“We were really pleased 
with the results. If you asked 
me going into the week- 
end, | was praying that the 
predictions were right be- 
cause you just don't know 
today. You just don't know 
how the market's going To 
react.” Thanksgiving week- 
end offen accounts for 
around $250 million in tick- 
et sales domestically. Over- 
all business this weekend 
came in at about $142 mil- 
lion, according to data firm 
Comscore — a bit more 
than half of typical business 
but also almost seven times 
better than Thanksgiving 
2020, when many theaters 
were still shuttered. 

MGM has bet bigger on 
the theatrical recovery 
than most studios; its James 
Bond film “No Time to Die,” 
with $755 million globally, 
will rank as the No. 1 film of 
the year. Over the week- 


end, MGM also released 
Paul Thomas Anderson's 
“Licorice Pizza,” a coming- 
of-age romance § starring 
Alana Haim and Cooper 
Hoffman, on four screens in 
70mm for a per-screen av- 
erage of $83,852 — easily 
the best of the pandemic. 
“Licorice Pizza” expands 
wider in the coming weeks. 
“After all the talk of the 
reticence of certain demo- 
graphics to go to the mov- 
ie theater — more mature 
audiences and family avu- 
diences — both came out 
this weekend,” said Paul 
Dergarabedian, senior me- 
dia analyst for Comscore. 
“This Thanksgiving weekend 
at the box office should be 
very encouraging to the 
industry, for whom these 
audiences have been the 
toughest to bring back to 
movie theaters.” 

Still, every step forward for 
the movie industry this year 
has been accompanied 
by setbacks. The discov- 
ery of the new, potentially 
more contagious om- 
cron variant sent shudders 
through Hollywood, which 
has been trying to build 
back moviegoing habits. 
Even as nations scrambled 
to enact new travel regula- 
tions because of the vari- 
ant, experts cautioned that 
much ts still unknown about 
the new strain. Last week’s 
top film, “Ghostbusters: Af- 
terlife” slid to second place 
with $24.5 million in its sec- 
ond week after a modest 
44% drop. The Sony Pictures 
release has grossed $87.8 
million domestically and 
$28 million internationally. 
The studio’s horror division, 
screen Gems, also opened 
the R-rated “Resident Evil: 
Welcome fo Raccoon 
City,” a reboot in the now 
seven-film videogame ad- 
aptation franchise. It de- 
buted with $5.3 million for 
the three-day weekend 
and $8.8 million for the holi- 
day frame. 

In its fourth weekend of re- 
lease Marvel's “Eternals” 
added $7.9 million in ticket 
sales over the three-day 
weekend to bring its North 
America cumulative total 
to $150.6 million and $368 
million globally. LJ 
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Review: ‘Small Things 
Like These’ is a gem of 


a slim novel 


By ROB MERRILL 
Associated Press 

“Small Things Like These” is 
a gem of aslim novel about 
a family man faced with a 
moral decision. 

In just 114 pages, the book 
introduces readers to Bill 
Furlong, a coal merchant in 
a small Irish town. “Furlong 
had come from nothing,” 
writes Keegan. His mother 
was just 16 when he was 
born after the Second 
World War and he never 
knew his father. They sur- 
vived thanks to the kind- 
ness of his mother’s em- 
ployer, a wealthy widow 
with household staff. The 
year is 1985 and students 
of Irish history will glean 
something from the dedi- 
cation: “This story is dedi- 
cated to the women and 
children who suffered time 
in Ireland’s mother and 
baby homes and Magda- 
len laundries.” Readers ig- 
norant of Irish history will 
have to wait for “A Note 
on the Text” at the end of 
the novel for some helpful 
context. 

Context in advance or at 
the end, it’s still a deeply 
moving tale. Furlong is the 
father of five girls, stuck in 
a bit of a rut. Up before the 
sun rises to supervise work 
at the coal yard, he lies in 
bed with his wife after the 
end of each long day, going 
over things that need doing 
or sharing bits of gossip he 
picked up during the day’s 
deliveries. It’s that simple 
act that gives the novel its 
title: “Some nights, Furlong 
lay there with Eileen, go- 
ing over small things like 
these,” writes Keegan. 

But the smallest of things 
often have much bigger im- 
plications, as readers soon 
learn. Delivering coal one 
day to the local convent, 
Furlong happens upon 
“more than a dozen young 
women and girls, down 
on their hands and knees 
with tins of old-fashioned 
lavender polish and rags, 
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This cover image released 
by Grove shows “Small 
Things Like These” by Claire 
Keegan. 

Associated Press 


polishing their hearts out 
in circles on the _ floor.’ 
“Mister, won't you help 
us?” intones one of the 
girls, whose “hair had been 
roughly cut, as though 
someone blind had taken 
to it with shears.” The en- 
counter affects Furlong 
deeply and the latter half of 
the novel finds him reflect- 
ing on his own upbringing 
as he builds toward his de- 
cision. Will he stay silent or 
will he help? 

Keegan’s economy of prose 
is a marvel. Here’s Furlong, 
back at the convent, about 
to meet the Mother Supe- 
rior: “Furlong looked down 
at the dark shining river 
whose surface reflected 
equal parts of the lighted 
town. So many things had a 
way of looking finer, when 
they were not so close. 
He could not say which he 
rathered: the sight of town 
or its reflection in the wa- 
ter.” 

The book takes just an hour 
or so to read, but you still 
feel like you know Bill Fur- 
long by the end and under- 
stand why he does what he 
does. His tale of quiet her- 
oism doesn’t require any 
more words.|_} 
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AP source: Scherzer and Mets agree to $130M, 3-year contract 


By RONALD BLUM 

AP Baseball Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Max 
Scherzer has shattered 
baseball’s record for high- 
est average salary, agree- 
ing Monday to a $130 mil- 
lion, three-year contract 
with the New York Mets, a 
person familiar with the ne- 
gotiations told The Associ- 
ated Press. 

The person spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity because 
the agreement is subject to 
a successful physical. 

The $43.33 million average 
salary is 20% higher than 
the previous mark, the $36 
million Yankees pitcher 
Gerrit Cole is averaging in 
his $324 million, nine-year 
contract with New York. 
Scherzer would have the 
right to opt out after the 
2023 season to become 
a free agent once again. 
Scherzer also receives a 
full no-trade provision, re- 
quiring his approval for any 
deals. The agreement also 
includes award bonuses. 
Scherzer lives in West Palm 
Beach, Florida, about an 
hour’s drive from the Mets 
spring training complex in 
Port St. Lucie. He was plan- 
ning to take a_ physical 
Monday that is needed for 
the deal to be completed. 
A three-time Cy Young 
Award winner and eight- 
time All-Star, the 37-year- 
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Los Angeles Dodgers’ Max Scherzer pitches against the San Francisco Giants during the ninth 


inning of Game 5 of a baseball National League Division Series Thursday, Oct. 14, 2021, in San 


Francisco. 


old right-hander was 15-4 
with a 2.46 ERA last season 
for the Washington Nation- 
als and Los Angeles Dodg- 
ers, who acquired him on 
July 30. He struck out 236 
and walked 36 in 179 1/3 in- 
nings, averaging 94.4 mph 
with his fastball in the final 
season of a $210 million, 
seven-year contract that 
included $105 million in 
deferred money payable 
from 2022-28. 

He is 190-97 with a 3.16 ERA 
in 14 major league seasons 


for Arizona (2008-09), De- 
troit (2010-14), Washington 
and the Dodgers. He has 
distinctive eyes, blue on 
the right, brown on the left, 
Qa condition known as Het- 
erochromia Iridis. 

A workhorse who helped 
the Nationals win the 2019 
World Series title, Scher- 
zer won the AL Cy Young 
in 2013 and consecutive 
NL Cy Youngs in 2016 and 
2017. He finished third in 
this year's voting behind 
Milwaukee’s Corbin Burnes 
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and Philadelphia’s Zack 
Wheeler. He has pitched 
a pair of no-hitters, in 2015 
against Pittsburgh and at 
the Mets. Scherzer gets 
$43,333,333 annually. The 
Mets deal will raise his ca- 
reer earnings to more than 
$370 million. He joins a rota- 
tion headed by two-time 
Cy Young Award winner 
Jacob deGrom, who didn't 
pitch after July 7 because 
of right forearm tightness. 
Carlos Carrasco and Tal- 
juan Walker also return un- 


der club control. Noah Syn- 
dergaard, returning from 
Tommy John surgery, left 
for a $21 million, one-year 
contract with the Los An- 
geles Angels. The Mets lost 
out on left-hander Steven 
Matz, whose $44 million, 
four-year contract with the 
St. Louis Cardinals was to 
be finalized Monday. 

New York also has pend- 
ing deals with center fielder 
Starling Marte ($78 million 
for four years), outfielder/ 
first baseman Mark Canha 
and infielder Eduardo Esco- 
bar, all contingent on suc- 
cessful physicals. 

The Mets had baseball's 
third-highest payroll on 
Aug. 31 at $196 million, 
trailing the Dodgers ($261 
million) and Yankees ($204 
million), They could emerge 
as the top spender follow- 
ing their first full offseason 
Under owner Steven Co- 
hen, who bought the team 
in November 2020 from the 
Wiloon and Katz families 
in a deal that valued the 
Mets at a baseball-record 
$2.42 billion. As baseball 
heads to a likely lockout 
when the collective bar- 
gaining agreement expires 
Wednesday night, Scherzer 
is @ member of the union's 
eight-player executive sub- 
committee. His agreement, 
like Cole’s, was negotiated 
by agent Scott Boras.) 





Red Sox owners reach agreement to 
buy Pittsburgh Penguins 


By WILL GRAVES 

AP Sports Writer 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Fenway 
Sports Group has reached 
an agreement with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins that 
would give the conglom- 
erate controlling interest in 
one of the NHL’s marquee 
franchises. 

The Penguins announced 
Monday that the two sides 
have come to terms on a 
deal, which would need to 
be approved by the NHL's 
Board of Governors. A de- 
cision is expected by the 
end of the year. 

As part of the deal, Pen- 
guins Hall of Famer Mario 
Lemieux and co-owner 
Ron Burkle will remain part 
of the franchise’s owner- 


ship group. There will be 
no immediate changes to 
Pittsburgh's management 
structure. CEO David More- 
house, general manager 
Ron Hextall, president of 
hockey operations Brian 
Burke and head coach 
Mike Sullivan will all remain 
in their current positions. 
“The Pittsburgh Penguins 
are a_ premier National 
Hockey League franchise 
with a very strong organi- 
zation, a terrific history and 
a vibrant, passionate fan 
base,” FSG Chairman Tom 
Werner said in a statement. 
“We will work diligently to 
continue building on the re- 
markable Penguins’ tradi- 
tion of championships and 
exciting play.” 


The Penguins have won 
five Stanley Cups during 
their history, including three 
since Lemieux and Burkle 
took over a_ financially 
strapped franchise in 1999. 
Pittsburgh has reached the 
playoffs 15 consecutive 
years, the longest active 
streak in major North Ameri- 
can professional sports. 

“As the Penguins enter a 
new chapter, | will con- 
tinue to be as active and 
engaged with the team 
as | always have been and 
look forward to continu- 
ing to build on our success 
with our incoming partners 
at FSG,” Lemieux said in a 
statement. “They have an 
organizational philosophy 
that mirrors the approach 





Pittsburgh Penguins’ Sidney Crosby (87) returns to the bench 
after scoring during the third period of an NHL hockey game 
against the Montreal Canadiens in Pittsburgh, Saturday, Nov. 27, 
2021. 


that worked so well for Ron 
and me over the past 22 
years.” The Penguins have 
steadied themselves _ fol- 
lowing a bumpy start to the 
2021-22 season. Pittsburgh 
has won five of six heading 
into a four-game road trip 


Associated Press 
that starts Monday in Cal- 
gary. FSG, which owns Moa- 
jor League Baseball's Bos- 
ton Red Sox and Liverpool 
of the Premier League, had 
been looking fo add an- 
other major sports franchise 
to its portfolio. LJ 
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Analysis: The pass seduces even the NFL's best run teams 


By ROB MAADDI 

AP Pro Football Writer 
Throwing the football in 
the NFL is so alluring it can 
seduce even the best run 
teams. 

The Indianapolis Colts for- 
got they have Jonathan 
Taylor after relying on Car- 
son Weniz's arm to build 
a 10-point halftime lead 
against the defending Suv- 
per Bowl champion Bucca- 
neers. 

The Philadelphia Eagles 
climbed into the playoff 
race because of a potent 
rushing attack and let Jalen 
Hurts throw It away against 
the Giants. 

The Baltimore Ravens and 
Cleveland Browns com- 
bined for five turnovers on 
pass plays in the second 
quarter Sunday night. La- 
mar Jackson threw three 
picks. Baker Mayfield and 
wide receiver Jarvis Landry 
fumbled on sacks. 

If the Ravens didn’t play 
against the Browns, the 
NFL's five top running teams 
would've lost in Week 12. 











Indianapolis Colts’ jonainan Taylor (28) is tackled by Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers’ Sean Murphy-Bunting (23) and Lavonte David (54) 
during the first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 28, 
2021, in Indianapolis. 


The Tennessee Titans, who 
entered with the league’s 
fifth-ranked rushing offense, 
kept rolling on the ground 
with 270 yards, but they 
were blown out by the Pa- 
triots 36-13. 

Most baffling was the Colts’ 
play calling in the second 
half. 


Associated Press 


Facing the league's stingi- 
est run defense, Indianapo- 
lis couldn't get Taylor going 
early. The Buccaneers (8-3) 
weren't going to allow Tay- 
lor, the league's first 1,000- 
yard rusher this season, to 
beat them. They dared the 
Colts to throw, and Wentz 
resoonded with three per- 


fect touchdown passes in 
the first half for a 24-14 lead. 
The Colts (6-6) got the 
ball to start the third quar- 
ter and kept on throwing. 
Weniz dropped back on 26 
straight plays at one point, 
including the final eight 
plays in the second quar- 
ter. The results in the second 
half were disastrous. Sha- 
quil Barrett's stripo-sack of 
Wentz led to a touchdown 
for Tampa Bay. Weniz then 
threw a pick on a deep ball 
in which Antoine Winfield Jr. 
made a leaping grab over 
Michael Pittman Jr. That led 
to another touchdown for 
the Bucs. 

When the Colts finally hand- 
ed it to Taylor again in the 
fourth quarter, he gained 
58 yards on eight carries, 
including a game-tying TD. 
But Tom Brady then led the 
Buccaneers on the winning 
drive with Leonard Four- 
nette scoring his fourth TD 
of the game for a 38-31 vic- 
Tory. 

Why didn’t Taylor run the 
ball on the first three pos- 


sessions of the second half¢ 
“We were rolling,” Colts 
coach Frank Reich said. 
“We tried to run it in the first 
quarter, this is the No. 1 run 
defense, and we weren't 
getting anything. We tried 
throwing in the second 
quarter and started hav- 
ing a lot of success. Carson 
was hot. Called a bunch 
of RPOs that got to throws 
because they were throw 
reads. We come out in the 
third quarter, we move 
the ball well in the third 
quarter. We moved down 
there twice, we're moving 
it well.” 

The Colts became enam- 
ored with the pass because 
it was working, but the turn- 
overs ended up hurting 
them. Perhaps, giving the 
ball to Taylor in the third 
quarter would've allowed 
Indianapolis to extend the 
lead and avoid those cost- 
ly mistakes. 

“When we turn it over, it 
gives them life,” Reich said. 
“That's No. 1. No. 2, they 
have Tom Brady.’”L} 


